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WFFER RO (3530) : We have carried out hydrogen Paschen-a(1.87um) narrow-band
imaging observations of the Galactic Plane and 41 nearby starburst galaxies, utilizing the
near-infrared camera ANIR installed on the miniTAO 1m telescope. As the miniTAO is
located at the summit of Co. Chajnantor with extremely high altitude of 5640m, it enables
us to carry out observations of Pa-a emission from the ground, which is otherwise very
difficult. We obtained new insights into the galaxy formation and evolution that (1) the
dispersion known in the Kennicutt-Schimdt law (the correlation between molecular gas
masses and star-formation rates) seems to be dependent on the age of star forming regions,
and that (2) there may be a previously unknown star-forming mode in the starburst
activities of galaxies.
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