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The recent educational development in South Asia, especially that of India and
Bangladesh, is characterized by rapid expansion of non-governmental providers of school
education including private schools, both recognized and unrecognized, and schools
managed by NGOs and religious organizations. Our main findings are: (1) although this
trend has activated expectation to education among the various sections of people who had
little access to formal education, (2) disparity among the schools is increasing than
decreasing, (3) non-elite education of secondary to higher level does not necessary promise
better access to job market. In other words, disparity of education is still crucial issue in
the educational development in this region. The educational reforms which are undertaken
now in both countries try to regulate the relationship between various providers and the
government, stressing responsibility of the latter to improve quality and equality in
education.
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