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European marvels, or mirabilia in latin, have already been studied quite
extensively, notably by Jaques Le Goff, and more recently by Daston and Park. Whereas its Middle Eastern
equivalent, ajaib (also meaning "the wondrous™, from the root of the Arabic verb, ajiba = to wonder), has
yet to be examined in a comprehensive manner, although scholars have dealt with specific works. Not only
are mirabilia and ajaib based on the same notion of "wonder™, they often draw from traditions going back
to common sources (Greek scientific writings, the Alexander Romance), and share a monotheistic view of
the world. Thus, this interdisciplinary study endeavored to compare the conceptual frameworks of medieval
marvels in Europe and the Middle East, and to reveal their entangled intellectual history, through the
examination of texts and visual representation related to the wonders of the world.

The results will be published as a collective volume from Nagoya University Press in 2015.
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