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The aim of the project is to study the c. 480 cuneiform documents that were
discovered at Tell Taban by the excavations of Kokushikan University since 2005,and to clarify the
history and culture of the ancient city of Tabatum/Tabetu (mod. Tell Taban) and its surroundings during
the second Millennium BC. We made conservation and restoration work on the fragments of the documents,
and studied them. The study revealed: (1) The city was set under the influence of the monarchic power of
the Middle Euphrates region (at or around Terga) in the late 18th century BC, and then, since the 15-14th
centuries BC onward, the local kings, "kings of the land of Mari,” ruled the city of Tabatum/Tabetu; (2)
The city maintained its local culture in a certain degree through the ages, while responding to the
political circumstances, which changed with the rise and decline of the dominant powers in the
surroundings.
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