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The project intended to make contribution not only to the study of the Cold War history
based on primary sources but also to provide relevant and useful findings for better
understanding of Japanese diplomacy by exploring and examining major problems
concerning the Cold War and alliances, still the defining factors in understanding the
post-Cold War world. First, by putting to empirical and historical examination the
structure and nature of world politics during the Cold War period, the research tried to
1lluminate the continuity and discontinuity of the world order during and after the Cold
War, thereby offering significant findings for understanding the existing world. Second, by
examining Cold War alliance relationships both in Europe and Asia from a comparative
perspective and through use of primary sources, the research was able to come up with
relevant and useful findings for understanding both Cold War and post-Cold War alliances
and problems, especially those of the US-Japan security treaty system and their
implications for US-Japan relations and Japanese diplomacy. Third, by focusing our
analysis on the cultural, social and ideological foundation of the alliances, largely neglected
niches in the past alliance studies, we could shed light on unexplored aspects of the alliance
relationships, thereby making unique contribution to the historical study of the Cold War
as well as understanding alliances during and after the Cold War.
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