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The objective of the research was to analyze the social mobility of “newcomers” or foreign migrants
who arrived in Japan after the late 1980s. To this aim, we collected large-scale data on foreign migrants
based on both qualitative and quantitative methods. Qualitative data were derived from in-depth
interviews with 130 foreign migrants (Year 1), while quantitative data were obtained through an
Internet-based survey (Year 2 and 3). We have found so far that social mobility patterns vary
significantly among the major nationality groups and that they depend more on migrants’ region of
origin rather than on class origins.
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