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Social values of modern Japanese: Influence of the basic cultural layer and the trad
itional thoughts (Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shintoism)

OHBUCHI, KEN-ICHI
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Assuming that the traditional thoughts in Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shintoism sp
read in Japanese life through social rituals and customs or the art of living and so these still have a su
bstantial influence over modern Japanese people™s values, we attempted to construct a questionnaire scale
to measure the traditional values, to examine its reliability and validity, and further, using it, to make

a intercultural comparisons of the values between Japan, other Asian countries §China and Korea), and non
-Asian country (USA). The results indicate that the traditional values are multidimensional including diff
erent values, these are not unique to Asian countries, and even Shintoistic values are found in other coun
tries than Japan. Age differences were found commonly in all the countries, that is, elders generally endo

rsed the traditional values.
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