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TR OB EE (3530) © To gain insights into the role of kirrel3 in the brain, we investigated the
expression pattern of kirrel3 in the sensory organs and brain using kirrel3-lacZ knockin mice. The
intense expression of kirrel3 was observed in the brain, retina, and olfactory epithelium during postnatal
stages. In the adult brain, kirrel3 was intensely expressed in the olfactory-limbic, auditory, and
vestibulo-cerebellar circuits. In addition, we observed that kirrel3-knockout mice displayed increased
locomotor activities in a novel environment. These results suggest that kirrel3 plays important roles in
the formation and maintenance of neural circuits in the brain.
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