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The purpose of this study is to analyze how the public library policy in UK has
been responded to the restructuring of the welfare state. Through examining the medium
- and long - term changes in public library policy, using the concepts of “ three
dimensions of welfare state restructuring” suggested by Paul Pierson, it clarifies
that, the central direction of the restructuring that has been adopted was
“ recalibration” , especially “ rationalization” , which is reconsidered the ways
to deliver the public services. In addition, this study points out that the execution
of “ inquiry” , which is a means of supervision by the central government, and the
impact of civic groups emerging on the policy process as an interest group are notable
issues in public library policy after 2010, and examines the effectiveness of
“ inquiry” and the characteristics of civic groups as a political actor.
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