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Education in Internment camp: building of national identity and conflict of ethnic
identity in Canada
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In March 1942, Canada’ s Dominion Government, led by a strong anti-Japanese
movement in British Columbia, determined that all persons of Japanese racial origin were to be relocated
from a 100-mile-wide strip designated as a “ protected area.” The Japanese Canadians were moved east
beyond the Rockies or into internment camps in the Rockies. Because the British Columbia Security
Commission (BCSC), an agency established by the Dominion Government, provided neither kindergartens nor
high schools for Japanese Canadians during the World War I, churches, including the Catholic Church,
supported kindergarten and high school education for Japanese Canadians in the camps.

This research examines the Japanese education in the camps during World War Il and explores the community
supports of the various actors.
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