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e RO EE (3C) :© How to treat one’s hair and beard, which symbolized vital power,
played an important role in ancient Indian rituals and customs. Growing their hair and
beard long characterized ascetics, saints, etc. and was considered to bring them
supernatural power. On the other hand, removing one’s hair and beard symbolized one’s death
in a secular (/sacred) life as well as rebirth in a sacred (/secular) life. A typical
example is found in the ceremony of admission into the Buddha’s or Jina’s Order. A complex
pattern is observed in Vedic rituals: the sacrificer’s hair and beard are removed at the

opening, let grow during ritual performance and once again removed at the closing.
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