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This study has clarified a process in which, in South Africa in the early twentiet
h century, African intellectuals including Sol Plaatje tried to reconstruct their sense of "an imagined co
mmunity” Ea nation state), while_newly endorsed Apartheid laws deprived Africans of their_ri?hts: Those in
tellectuals, who as Imperial subjects used to enjoy their voting rights, found it increasingly difficult t
0 "imagine" the British Empire as something akin to their nation, and under the influence of the transatla
ntic Pan-African movement, attempted, through their reconstruction of their tradition and history in the c
ontext of modernity, to re-imagine a community which would replace the apartheid nation.
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