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Generally speaking studies on Emerson®s thought have been conducted concerning its
development of Transcendentalism in his younger and middle age. It has been considered that Emerson in
his later years became a thinker who could not keep up with the rapid change of the American society after
the Civil War. In this research project, the whole aspect of Emerson®s thought is attempted to be examined
through the investigation of his thought in his later years from the four viewpoints: his idea of nature
and human ethics, the relation to Pragmatism, the resemblance with Nietzsche"s thought, and his partici-

pation in the American society after the Civil War.
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“This book takes an important first
step in correcting a long-standing
imbalance in Emerson studies. Scholars
in the West have assumed that Zen
Buddhism was the medium through
which Emerson’s writing and ideas
reached Japan during the late nineteenth
century. Professor Takanashi, however,
argues persuasively that not Zen but

Neo-Confucianism was the crucial
conduit.”
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