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This study investigates the alternation of disjunction and conjunction
cross-linguistically and proposes a new logical structure for disjunctions in interrogative contexts. In
the field of logic, it is well known that the negation of a disjunction is the conjunction of the
negations (De Morgan’ s law). This law also applies in natural languages, but does not apply if we
replace the negation with an interrogative, although both negation and interrogative belong to the same
category, that is, sentential operators. Hence, researchers in the field of linguistics distinguish
interrogative “ or” from declarative “ or” to analyze disjunctions in natural languages. In this study,
I investigate Mandarin Chinese, Finnish, and Egyptian Arabic, all of which have different connectives for

declaratives and interrogatives respectively, and propose a unified analysis of disjunctions across
languages.
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John didn’t eat shrimp or crab.
= John didn't eat shrimp and John
didn’t eat crab.
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Did John eat shrimp or crab?
= Did John eat shrimp? Or Did John
eat crab?
o
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a. Do you believe [the claim that Bill

resigned or retired]? (Larson 1985)
(yesno )

b. *Do you believe [the claim that who

resigned]? ( )

a. 7*Mina-man nwukwu-lul
chotayha-ess-ni?
Mina-only who-Acc
invite-Past-Q  (Beck & Kim 2006)
“Who did only Mina invite?”
b. ?*Mina-man cha-lul masi-ess-ni
animyen coffee-lul masi-ess-ni?
Mina-only tea-Acc drink-Past-Q
if.not coffee-Acc drink-Past-Q
“Which did only Mina drink: coffee

or tea?” ( )

“OI‘” Wh

a. Do you need [ a person who speaks
Dutch or German ]? ( )
b.*Whati do you need [ a person who
speaks ti]? ( )
a. I was surprised who attended. ( )

b. *I was surprised whether Bill or

George attended. ( )
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