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THEEERESR (FEX)  Language problems of immigrant women—|anguage learning strategies
and language supports for survival
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This research focuses on “women” and “language problems” in regard to the present global
migration phenomena. It aims to explain from a sociolinguistic viewpoint the difficulties
that immigrant women face in terms of the relationship between their survival strategies
and the host societies’ supports. European and American multicultural societies, that
already have a long history of accepting immigrants, have been providing language
supports under “welfare” and “rights” principles for immigrants, as members of society.
Japanese society, on the other hand, has been reluctant in accepting immigrants, and, as
seen with the case of Korean residents and Chinese returnees, socially excluded immigrant
women for complex reasons. Korean society has been traditionally imposing the role of
“wives” or “mothers” on the increasing numbers of immigrant women married with Korean
males, and these roles insist them strongly to speak Korean in their “multi-cultural
families”.
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