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A historical study on the formalization and grammaticalization of Japanese Nouns
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In modern Japanese, functional words derived from nouns are specialized into
three types: particles with negative polarity, limited particles, and auxiliary verbs. In this study, we
observed the constraints of formalization and differentiation at work in the process of historical change
in functional words, Kkiri, hoka, dake and sentence final nouns, and we considered the structure
underlying their grammaticalization. As a result, the following two points were revealed: First, the
acquisition of new grammatical features occurs in parallel with the acquisition of different meaning
properties as a noun phrase, such as attributes, quantities and exclusions. Second, the specialization of
functional words has been greatly affected by the lexical meaning of the original noun.
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