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This research shows that semantic meanings of get are not listed randomly in the
lexicon, but some of them are extended from a basic semantic concept within the
framework of extension theory proposed in Kajita(1977, 1997). From a diachronic point
of view, get first occurred in 13th century. It occurred with an NP. After that it occurred
with particles, PPs, adverbs, past participles and present participles. Almost the same
order of occurrence of these constructions of get is observed in the digital materials
which are open for public in University of Virginia Libray (300 titles in all). We also
investigate the occurrence in data from Tomasello (1992), Collins Word Bank, and
CHILDES. We found that the occurrence of the constructions of get is almost the same.
The extension has something to do with some semantic concepts of get. These are
‘{[COME] (Move to 1%t or 2nd person)’, ‘Agent’, ‘Target’, ‘Starting point’, and ‘Landing
point’. (About these concepts, see Langacker (1999, 2002, 2008).) We proposed that
‘Agent’, ‘Target’, ‘Starting point’, and ‘Landing point’ are extended in the course of
language acquisition. This extension is considered related in part to cognitive
development.
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