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The purpose of this research is to clarify elements of good writing in Japanese essays
in broader perspective by examining both L1 and L2 Japanese essays in order to
contribute to the Japanese writing education. The data collected consists of two kinds
of essays (an expository essay and an argumentative essay) written by native speaker
of Japanese as well as L2 learners of Japanese (native speakers of English and that of
Chinese). These essays were analyzed focusing on “organization” and ‘reader
awareness.” The results indicate that although small differences were observed
among groups, overall, writers from all groups did not fully understand the macro
organization of an essay, nor the effective use of meta linguistic discourse markers.
Also, compared to writers in the English group, writers in both the Chinese group and
the Japanese group seemed to show less awareness of their readers. It is clear from
this study, L2 as well as L1 Japanese writing education needs to develop improved

ways to teach organization of an essay and reader awareness.
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