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W R OB (3£30) : The primary purpose of this research is to use historical materiels
held in school collections to reconstruct the content of school education in Japan during the
Asian-Pacific War. Much has been written on school education during this prolonged war,
but there is a dearth of objective material evidence to support these testimonies. Much of
the relevant documentary evidence was destroyed, presumably following governmental
directives. This lack of official governmental evidence can be supplanted by documents and
other materiels held by schools. In particular, the ‘School Logbooks’ provide an invaluable
source of information not only on education, but also on local daily life at the time. Through
this research we were able to gather and preserve a wealth of materiels which provide a
record of the actualities of mainly primary school education and local daily life under
wartime conditions.
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