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In this study, I investigated material culture such as buildings, furnishing, costumes
used in the old-Japanese Imperial Court (mainly Heian-kyu court) through researching
such as real objects, documents and events. Investigating the court materials stored in
Tokyo National Museum (TNM) related to Kyoto Imperial Palace and to court members
mainly, I collected the data of the real objects.

Because the court materials were used in the special space by traditional manners in old

days, it is hard for us to understand their use easily. But I acted for grasp of the actual
situation while inspecting the documents such as “Illustrated album of old courtly customs”



stored in TNM or “Imperial court ceremony record” stored in Agency for Imperial
Household. Besides, I investigated picture scrolls such as “Honorific omen of Kasuga
spirits” copied by Reizei Tamechika stored in TNM that describes the life space of court
members, and events such as Aor Matsuri festival performed in Kyoto annually that
passing down the manner of old-court to build the practical classification system on court
materials which is not ideological through a multidirectional standpoint.

The court materials were used while court members maintain traditional style based on
unique rule and custom. About the style and use, we can recognize hierarchical
characteristics of court life from the standpoint of Japanese history, and Japanese
characteristics from the standpoint of East Asian history, and East Asian characteristics
from the standpoint of worldwide history. In this study, I confirmed that the knowledge
system of old-Japanese Imperial Court manner called Yusoku had the relationship to the
etiquette system called L: developed in ancient China and spread throughout East Asia
(China, Japan, Korea, Vietnam and Ryukyu). And I considered two points of follows as a
theory system in the East Asian Imperial Court materials and fixed the preparation to
build a material culture study on the basis of the fact of the East Asian history.

1: The etiquette system called Li developed in ancient China played an important role to
form a style of the East Asian Imperial Court materials to incarnate an order idea derived
from Confucianism.

2: In Imperial Court materials of Japan, China, Korea, Vietnam, and Ryukyu, the different
characteristics that background culture of each Imperial Court reflected is found with the
common standard based on the etiquette system called Li.
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