©
2010 2014

A geographical study on the evolution of agricultural space from the standpoint of
quality coordination between production and consumption within alternative food
economy

ITO, Takahiro
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This study aims to make clear the relationships between evolution of agricultural
space and alternative food economy. We examine the development of farmers® markets in the Tokal Region as
a example of alternative food supply chains. Labeling of locally produced food is a key to increase the
number of farmers’ market in the Tokai Region. Some rural areas have managed to convert their regional
farming system to environment-friendly way from the end of 1990s. The characteristics of their system are
defined as a hybrid between "conventional®™ and "alternative® modes through studying areas producing
vegetables using integrated pest management. Farmers have not captured the economic value of their
qguality turn of farming. This is due to the lack of "local® labels of their products. The story of
"local” is a key to contribute to a revitalization of farms oriented metropolitan consumers.
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