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The research project analyses how people in French Polynesia have differentiated e
ach other according to the class, gender, age, occupation, ethnicity, and residential area, by examining t
he materiality of tattooing gtools and inks) and that of clothing (materials and styles). By analyzing the
practice of tattooing and clothing from the early European contact to the present, the project investigat
es various processes of corporeal construction in Tahiti. With social changes through colonialization, mod
ernization, and globalization, the materiality of tattooing and clothing has been dramatically changed, wh
ich influenced the practice of tattooing and production and wearing of clothing. Consequently, the constr
uction of individual corporeality has become varied accordingly.
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