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JER - OBEE (#30) : This research has tried to analyze efforts to revitalize union
movements in Japan, the US, and Australia, with emphasis on efforts to organize and
represent non-regular and other disadvantaged workers, and on union political activities.
In 2012, I completed papers on comparative union political activities in Japan, the US, and
Australia, and on Osaka-based General Union. While working on these papers, the public
sector became a major concern in all three countries, so in Japan I began to focus more on
activities of Jichiro and other public sector unions, including an investigation of union
activities to counter the growing influence of neoliberalism in Osaka Prefecture.

In order to advance my comparative research, I also conducted interview-based research
with (mainly public sector) union officials in Wisconsin and California. I especially covered
union political activities, including the 2012 general election in California, and the 2011
“Uprising” in Wisconsin, when demonstrations were staged in and around the Capitol. I

plan to continue investigations on comparative public sector union activities in Japan and
the US.
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