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eI OEE (J3C) - Many previous studies show that females have lower levels of
schooling and self-reported health than males in developing countries. Some previous
studies attribute lower levels of human resources for females than for males to the social
system of patriarch where boys will become household heads after maturity and marriage
and reside with their own parents while girls will marry out to their husbands’ families
after marriage and reside with their parents in law. Under this system of patriarch,
parents have incentive to invest in son’s human resources rather than in daughter’s. Laos
1s one of rare countries in Asia in the sense that it practices matriarch in many parts of its
country. It is interesting to analyze the intra-household allocation of foods in Laos, given
the influential hypothesis that the social system of patriarch is one driver of discrimination
against females in terms of human-resource investments. I find in this present study that
food consumption is more elastic for males than for females with respect to per-capita
household food consumption. Especially, prime-age males have the highest elasticity.
However, this result does not necessarily lead to a lower status of (prime-age) males inside
of households, because a theoretical model shows that a higher consumption elasticity of a
household member does not imply his or her weak status within the household.
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