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The Development of Big Firms in the Interwar Japan
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WFZERC R OMEEE (330) : The purpose of this research is to complete four ranking lists
of Japanese top 200 firms in the interwar period by the number of employees. The times
that the author selected are as follows: January 1919 when the First World War had ended
and Japan enjoyed the postwar boom, December 1922 when the long depression started,
October 1931 when Japan suffered from the World Depression, and November 1936 when the
controlled economy in the wartime would soon start. The author once tried to build the
above database, and made four ranking lists, which, unfortunately, had many problems.
Therefore, he again challenged this work by this financial support. The author succeeded
in finishing it within the planned period, and could get much valuable knowledge.
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