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WA R OMEEE (Z230) @ General trading companies had large—scale organizations and
demonstrated strong competitive capabilities in their business activities. While the
issue of the funding to support these activities is an important one, until now the
realities of such funding have remained mostly unexamined. Accordingly, this study
elucidated, based on primary materials such as documents in the collection of the
Mitsui Archives and documents seized overseas, the realities of the funding
capabilities of Mitsui & Co., Ltd., the largest general trading company in prewar
Japan. These funding capabilities were a strong determinant of the company s

competitive capabilities
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