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Change in role recognition of ALS patients:Given up roles, maintained roles, and acq
uired roles
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The process of identity rebuilding following identity destruction with the progre
ssion of ALS was found to be related to the process of moving from role loss to role continuation and new
role acquisition. Regardless of whether the patient was a mechanical ventilator user, 50% perceived themse
Ives as having a familial role. Patients with a higher number of sources of enjoyment had higher levels of
perception of a societal role. It was also possible for patients to have sources of enjoyment regardless
of mechanical ventilator use or severity of disability. These findings suggest that regaining a perception
of role through sources of enjoyment increases the possibility of rebuilding identity.
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