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How people acquire cultural scripts through folktales: East-West Comparison
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This study explored cultural scripts of major Japanese and European folktales. Bas
ed on popularity indices, 19 Japanese folktales and 21 Grimm*s folktales were selected and a coding scheme
covering their contents was created. Content analysis revealed the following results: lg Compared to Grim
m"s folktales, Japanese folktales have fewer happy endings and more ambiguous endings, 2) Japanese happy e
ndings are not necessarily accompanied by marriage, 3) The characters of Japanese folktales tend to be les
s active than their counterparts in Grimm"s folktales, 4) There was a common script pattern as well as an
unique script pattern in each culture, 5) Japanese folktales tend to be shorter than Grimm"s folktales. Th
ese culture-specific features of folktales were found to correspond to those of Japanese and American unde
rgraduates” narratives. This finding suggests that folktales could function as a source of personal narrat
ives.
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