©
2010 2014

Cognitive functioning in children with autism spectrum disorders and patients with
schizophrenia: the ability to organize information
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The purpose of the study was to investigate the ability to organize information
in children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and in patients with schizophrenia. Specifically, we
examined the understanding of quantificational expressions in ASD children, and semantic structure in
patients with schizophrenia. The results suggested that 1) ASD children showed poorer performance on the
tasks using quantificational expressions compared to normally developed children with the same age, and
2) semantic structures, derived from category fluency data, were less organized in patients with
schizophrenia compared to healthy adults. Those results suggested that the impairment in the ability to
organize information was one of cognitive phenotypes common to both disorders.

Japanese versions of functional outcome measures and the category fluency corpus were also developed to
increase the utility of the data obtained in the current study.
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