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Liquid-Level Sensing Utilizing Evanescent Waves Created in

Piezoelectric Vibrators Operating in Trapped-Energy Modes
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HEEE L7,

e OB EE (323C) : The measurement of liquid level on the millimeter scale or less has become an
important subject in biological and chemical fields. As an alternative to the well-known pulse-echo
method, we have presented a new technique that employs a piezoelectric thickness vibrator operating in
a trapped-energy mode for detecting a small-scale variation in liquid level. The variation in the electric
conductance G with the liquid level has been observed by experiments and also by theoretical analysis
using an equivalent-network model, and the feasibility of the sensing device is confirmed.

SR E R
(BHAHANL : 1)
RSN RSN & gt
201 0% 2,500, 000 750, 000 3, 250, 000
201 14 500, 000 150, 000 650, 000
201 24 500, 000 150, 000 650, 000
FRE
FRE
# 3,500, 000 1, 050, 000 4, 550, 000
WEESY R« B

cERE T LY

i o5 F - A E

EIT A A BT

F—U—F:@BEFEECY, =Ry MR =X = TIADIRE 1, K LV EHH

1. WFZEBAE S WD 5
ERLERNNAETT 7 /) uPir s
B W TR E OB EREET R RD S
TS, ZIVE CTHEA KRB 720w L~
WD T T e 2K L DR
B GEINIEE) KX 7 D WIINER S
W DR B0 T L~V O FHINZ XL R0 B
B, BERRESETIERTERIHNLNT

o, R THBERITEBRORENR L,
W E 6 B DM 2 BIZ 72\ e E ORI SN
2\, BEWIC X DKHE LIV ORIEEE L
TV AREHEN L BN TEY,  cn
B+ m OFEEERIED 7= D F 2 TR L
LTIAESHWSBINTWS, LML, ZDOHE
TIHREE VA EZFICLDEIZEREED~ A
XU TNAELBTD, BE wm D> 5 mm F2E

N

&

H



DNV EE 2 fRET 5 2 LXK EET
b5, ZIUTKUARMIFEHYSF X, =31k
v MNE AR T A)IEBEEAEE O R LF
— B CiA OB 2 R H X 72 ik &

PUINHR T L~V 2R B O R FH IS FTRE IS 72
HOTH 2V EOFEREST-, TS
LT LW LU RS FHEIERE OB
ICEFE L, =X —HDADIE#ILE
WD FED AT L, EER O ELD IR D
WL Z T En, (@EW IR HE
(@ B) % & DIE IR IRE) O SR 235 S 4,
EIETH 5, O)ImEMRE) & OfE ST
BHAT N T ARENDE U, () FLER sy %

PRFF - BE LCb BIRENZ T2 KT &

YUV OXBERES TH D, 72 EORHENH
D /INRECRE AR 0 i R AR N T LN
Ve B U RERTED LD LIS,

2. WD B

W EBR O E ICEME T, ZOM
WE B ERZAINT 5 & B RN EHR
b, ZoLE, HEHOEMEZRL N
FEIE D N BAT T D L EMDERSY D HIIE
B R AF—EF L, Z IR DI
VMR B HEIE 23 FE BB B C R T 5 = 3%
o MRS T L X —f UIADIRE & —
K] B ENS, K1LIRTEIiczxu
F—FALIADREE— NCEET 2 EEBE
P IR T D JE D5y & Rk 2 \THRIRIZIR LT
W< b BHREM) DR E £ CO/EE h, 3
e b N N EIB A O URAK DR EE
W20t U CHREN = R L X — D th ~ D fi bt &
NEDY | HHRD Q flie & OELKAFFENE
b3 %, =/ 3\3x& 2 NERO AR X
¥ omm BRELLTOZD, ZnE2FATIED
< AT B CRE B O BRI L~V ORI
WREIC R D, ABFFETCIX, B & LT
T 5 E L ARE O %L X — [ LA DR LR
T O A - BUESH A T T 5,
S5, By SEFEERL, m L
IR B DN T2 28 & R 1 O BRI FE
MHoElE LTRZD2H LBV U F
EERRET D,

Trapped-energy-mode
resonator

Displacement

distribution dipping

depth: A

[
W T

Test liquid

M1 uNETR Lt Y ORERL

3. WDk

(D) =R VX —FAUCIADH Y Y OF%E - f
VB &R IR IE E\Z kE 3 2 R AL 0 BRI
TR EIE

W O REAL TR 2L X —F LA
RE7 & LT 2 (a) ICR T R AHHRE) 1 &
[ (b) |2 R TEAT R RE 72 8E LT,
IhbxEvrHEFELTHELITRTHN
W L~ o R L, WD < OO R
WZOWTE UV ORPIRIERERSICHT HE
KT T R X RO E AT,

@ (b) y
X

f .le
polarization polarization

2 JEEEIE TR L ¥ —[ UiADIESR 7

QELRDIFEEOT RV —F LIADIERID
FIH ATREME O Rt

TR X—F UIAD IR R T &
BRI 2 i E O T HE OO i 12 JE I H A
RE A ER R TERED & DN S, AN
TR R R 5 AH T T o Ay R E 3 X 3
(a) DL 57 TEIEGERRL ) &7 5 JEARE)
WHEHENS 0T, ZOEAICIZFEIK (b)
D LD JEEREDTIC O EMEZT, 2
O%x ETHEKTHIMNERNH D, ZOH LA
DIX IR A TR AF72 P UiA O Rk 3
Bondl-d, EICKHEIELZFH LBV
VZAER L, BB TR E O g 21T o
775

()

@ (b) additional
unelectroded electrodes capacitance
A
b @ § short circuit I—O
electroded i\ l
1

— >
1m(y) 0 Re(7)

3 (a) EIBGERT O 2 BRFE & (b) S8 B LA
TRUPA U3A O IREN D FEMMERL

(3) FA LIADIREN O A E— R L IEFRFnEIR
EHE—RFRToR U o ERICHS
W

X 2 (a) (-7 JE SR FARPA UiA ® T
Bzt T o2 RToOEMREERE LL
X, F72X3 (b) O AR CIEF gL
JELD O BRI & 5 BRI 57 O g % HE <0
3 IEPFIEEITE— FNEL S, —fBlE LT
WIE D 8 % O EME % £5-0 J8 I BUK T RUEA
CiADIRE - OEX 7 K I & o AR
X 41T, AT FIHEDIEZNIZIEN
FERRE O IIRISEN R O 5, miE T




1
4/ Fundamental mode

1]
01 Inharmonic
4 jvertone mode
0.01
0.001

0.0001

Admitance [S]

000001, 2 21 22 23

Frequency [MHz]

{4 SEERIEBE— FO& LTS IRDT-0
BT T X4 0 AR

N 2 NEOTE R S D BE R P 53 2
A, 2t o I ED LD
REWE T2 5T AR,

(4) & > Y OB EAMEFE O & FRERT
i~

AWFGE D& IR L~ L DN E)
Tl b LA e AR A S 2 EEIRE 70
ESWTFT RIFZ UV RAHAEWNEA v E—F
VADEE LTIRD I END, BrYAe
K% BRI A BE CTF L Cir4+ 2 2
EREFELY, £ T, iﬁ"\/l/ﬂF FA LA
PRE) 7 O EhE 2 Y0 12 FBLATBE 72 /0 A B
%ﬁ@%%mw\t/#méﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁ
HLUTHEMYOY I 2 L—v a3 v EToT,

G) ARREREMATIC L DT OEMEYS I
o L—3 3 v LTS O BRI R
AREREFRTICI VBV OEEY R
2 b — g EBToln, F£o. By bt
IR~ SN2 552 FZBRICK VR

~7z,

4. WFFERCE

(D= XX —PACIADTIE Y Dk EF -
VE & PR B LS 3 B R PE b D BRI
FREE

X2 () IZrRT &9 REAGBI N ER
30[mm]. JEX 1[mm]., TS 4[mm] O PZT %
JE#EZ 7 2 7 A (NEPEC-6) % F\ /=it
REh 1, BXO 2 (b) (R T X5 7emNg
R S U728 6[mm] , £ = 25[(mm] B = 1 [mm] |
TEARNE 1. 53[mm] DJE AV RE T (Fuji
Ceramics C-3) Z{ER L7, KILIEF IR
JER L QX T EHERE 7Tl 2. 09
(MHz] 3 XL O% 400, F~ VD IREN7-TIiX 1.21
[MHz] 35 KL U%J 600 ThH 5,

LIZRT LY ICHETFO—ImEIREIC
BELTHY N, IO FizaK, 7Y
YU, OF L, BEOFKEFITIEL
RIEHHEh IC T 2B T RI X AD
FEEThDa X XA G HOEE
FHAIL 72, GIEOREITIZA v E—F R/

~7 VT NT T4 Y (Agilent E4991A) %
BEO ETFTBENCII VA= — AT —
CERAWE, B, %@%@Qm EUAN S
FHREND T, GEOEIZIFIE Q HNZE
Bzt e LT3
&ﬁﬁéh’ﬂTéG@@%m%\Eéﬁ
RENE X OEAT R EEICS W TENRE
MUK 5 B LU 6 12T, [XOF R 0 O
I T EARES & B OB Y L, 2k
WA BENIE) CTrRiim L~ LN RS
EVEINHY, S BENA) Ik L
ANULNEBEBIC RS E R L TWD, £,
DTH D, BEHHEHRENZIB WO TIL, IO
@T%ﬁﬁ%&ﬂ$ﬁ%®ﬁﬁ®%%12
[mm] B2 DER Y T GAEANEIE h (2Bl L TR
EIRGA [ Ao kﬁ%wﬁé iﬁ;%@@@%
JEIZ K o TRIMEICZ B R B, B E <
72 DIZDH, G/Guax DAL K X < 725 T
b, JEHT RO REN IR, R AR ER A
HHEEIND G ENIRA T LT < fH[H)
MIHEHND, TV DRERNG ., REITEA
HHREIO TN Em WL ER LD, —Ji. EART
RY R OGEIZIB T, BEWiRRECHT
S TEADHHIND &) BB H B, &Y
JEWEHIZO - 2BEICHE L T\ Dd 2 &R

ARIREY

1.2

Electroded region — Unelectroded region

x 0.8 ,
£ / / Water
0] 0.6 :
o // ; ==--- Glycerin
‘ Caster oll
-10 -5 0 5 10 15

Depth h (mm)

5 REERS hiZHT 2 GIHOZE(L (EAHEHK

FOHE)

12

Electroded region . —> Unelectroded region

3
== Water
G}
o ---- Glycerin
Caster oil
" Honey

-10 -5 0 5 10 15

Depth h (mm)

6 RERS WX+ 5 GHEDOE(L (EHT~
VIREI OGS



Q) B BFREOZXLE—H LIADIREID
FIH rTEEME D Et

PR EHA e 3L X —Pf UiA D IRE) 1
L LTCERSM I - EE 30m], B
1[mm] @ PbTiOs;B&&s4K  (Fuji Ceramics M-6)
A L7, EROMBIXX 3 b) IR b
DT, PROBWHEED 6[mm], FEBEME O
23 1 [mm] OFEE, e OV D BB DS 4 [mm] |
I RGHROMEA 2[mm] OFEAAERL L 72, &
AEO KRB M & Q EIXZ N Z L E M
NS 6[mm] Db DTl 2. 08[MHz] & TN 64
EARAEE 4[mm] D H DTl 2. 06[MHz] K& U
458 TH D, EHROFEEK 1L ERUTHD
2, 2 ZTIERIHEEER S CoERS A v
=& ADFERER ORIERES h k15
BT, —fHlE L TEMNE 6[mm] D
HEHZOWTOERFGEREZX 712777, 22
TILEI R EBMR DO & h DHLHE S L
LTW5b, BRI TRORMETH DX S &
% b AR ERR O RILIR TOE(IC
IR PEIZ KD RE BB S e o
7o Flo, W HIEME T JELMER TR
MR, BERAHT ClI AR 28 b2~ LT
BY . ZOREOEOE UL ER
TITAWEIFH COE(bE, BRI TITLD
FRREICB bR TcE L EEXLND,

12
1 <
ﬁ 09 ,//
AV e ) /7
g 06 / — water.
& / glycerin
& 04/ .
{ — —. castor all
—02
__/ honey
0
-10 -5 0 5 10 15
depth h [mm]

X7 FEEEEATE CADIE#S-OKIEEICK
5 RIEDEERES h i1 521k

(3) B LiADIRB) O FAE— N & IEFRF B K
FEE#E— R TRy D ERICHO
WT

PACIADE— FOIEFFIRE ZFAEL 5
AHIEET& U CES 30[mm], BEE 1[lmm] ©
PZT #EE LS I 7 % (NEPEC-6) ZfFfH L.
X 2 (a) D JROEMEEZ 8[mm] & L7z, ZD
REFOEXM 7T K I ¥ o 28I 4
DEHITHY, ERE—RFDOIZNIT, ZThk
D W EBEEICIERTIE R E— RBRET T
Wb Enbnsd, HREREE QEIX., £

NENEAET— T 1.99 MHz]E L O 663,
ERE— T2 13 MHz] B X M9 837 Th 5,

41ZRT X OICH CADRIRSE) 7 Eika
BEL, S AE—H—« AT —VFHNT
IREN 7 2R DRI DR OK, 7V &Y >
OF LIl IEZHH0) ITHA L TIRADES h

(FEARUEES 2> B £ COMEE) (x4 53k
R TOT FI X Z2DFEKE G D
b Ao B—F R/ =T VT )V TFI74
PFTEHEILT-, HAE— R TOZE L O
FFNEIRE— R CTORHFERZZNZENK
D8BLVIITRT, EAET— NTIHJELHE
BWIZBWT G RO TINTIEIH DR %12
KEL 720 BERHIICB WAk 2%
R LT, ZHUEERTE— R34 LW EE)
FCOREREFROBEMZRLTEBY, JEH
BIRTROEAT— FE2RH LIZEE8135
AATICB W TRB R E (L ERT 2 &3y
Mole, —h., @ikE— R CILEME S5
RAEIZB W TENEN R 2L E R L
oo JERDREIR CIRK I LU s R &
ZAMD GEMRA D L, BRHEICE
WCRE BN RN, ZOX5ICiliE
— RTCIXB v THREN B0 5 2 &3
mEhTe,

Glycerin

— . Castor Qil
Honey

-5 0 5 10 15
Depth A#[mm]

X8 MAEHET— FTOGHENOE(

1 =
*eﬁs——f o

/ — Water
/

Glycerin
4 Castor Oil
P/ — . Castor Oi
&

- Honey

-5 0 5 10 15
Depth A [mm]

X9 FERIERIEEE— FTo G EOZEL

1) ' Y OELKAVFEANE I OREGE & e ERE
fili~DJEH

WIZin > T2 I ~DEERE AR € — K
DAG % 223 73 A B BCEAM B B R o 2 v
B e IR TR O LA & Azt
PIE 10 1TRT LI RBICEERT LN
TEXHEBZOND, WIKRTICHAS LD M
MR TR WS D & L, xhid D4
PeA V= A Zop TRIGL TS, 2O
ST ] PR RO TIIAREE OFF A v B —
ANEPEEIC L > TEDY, TRLX—[HL




liquid
h) W

' i TN

! Y I 2d I radiation

e ! ;

o 1

I { | 1 1

I —uoou— | [

vy I 1

! | 1

! 1 |

! 1 |

| 1 .

I jZgsin2yl : jZgpsin2ypd IZoDeXP ( jé)

Zop
Jtanypd

le Z 0 Z oD
jtanyl jtanyl| | jtanynd

K10 &2 o0 E M g R R

ADDNEE Z B SRR AR T Zop (TR % &
D05, T 2RI~ D E B O 3h 5 & B
VIATe X D Zop ITAFEFA (-8) & H5-2 T\ 5,

F o, B HREE COXRMIZES 2d
O (EBMHES) CTEREL (FiEE T
KRN DAKRETO 2d ITRIST D Z EITHEE) .
WJE 2H £ Db dH 2 2 5 Z & CEMmRE

MO E CORRE (RIEOHRS) #2{ks
w72, BACIAODET— NOEAHHEEI-& LT
EX 2H=1[mm] ® PZT REE LTI 7 X
(NEPEC-6) Z#487E L, HHDPH LiADE /7D
BEAE 21=3[mm] T, BATHANIZE L e
WHDE LT, X 10 OZAmEKET LTk
R TOEREEET -0, BRI
BOWPLAE N L 72 (Q MEIZHE L TR 750)
—fHlE LTo=1 & LT=HADdH ICx 3 54k
WEW L TO G EZEDOFRER R LR 11 1
R, BRI VEL R L Q(=oHV) T, i
B (Lo & T B R GI(VCoH) T 5
(v : HEREREE, Co : HIENAEE), d/H 23 3.0
M5 0.2 FTET D DITHEN GEPME R4
HEEFDERT CH RSN TV D, IR~
DRBEE SR T HHEMELa L X7 H R
OEER 12 177, T 2 CTHRERERITR
BINEE LA T, R TIES=1 & Lz, M
FIIEL LB o s RS Tn b,

200

-

(9]

o
T

Normalized Conductance
o =)
Cl) (=]

139 14 1.41
Normalized Frequency

11 RERIITE D G Rl

1 L]
o
*+"++ ¢ °
@ S
00.8 : © W
% +o ™~ .
B + experimental
=} +
506 L
(o] o +
O +
3 SR
Soar—, e
& z computed
S5 +
So02 o
+
¢*++
o
0 2 3

1
Liquid Level (d/H)
X 12 R~k 3 GEDE(L

(5) A IREFIEMITIC L D OEfEY
2 L—3 3 v b S O SRR
HIRERERITIC IV oEfEY 2
2lb—a B {Tolnb 2 A, ERFER LI
ERBEOHATRERE NG T, £7-. Y
ORI~ SN EHE N1 K
2R AL D AR AER, A CIADIRE DOZ
R ARNE KIS T B B A DR STz,

5. TERIFEEMmLHF

(WFFEAERTE . AFFE A R O JE 1

ESNCY)

UdERsamsC) (BH 19 14)

@D Ken Yamada, Tatsuya Koyama, and Shuichi
Seto, Equivalent Network Representation for
a Liquid-Level Sensor Operating in Trapped-
Energy-Mode Thickness Vibration, Japanese
Journal of Applied Physics, 51, 2012,
07GC04-1-2, #Hif,
DOI:10.1143/JJAP.51.07GC04

@ Ken Yamada, Taku Abe, Seiya Kudo, Ryo
Ishizuka, and Takahiro Oba, Simulation of
Liquid-Level ~ Sensors  Operating in
Trapped-Energy Vibration Modes by Finite
Element Method, Proceedings of
Symposium on Ultrasonic Electronics, 33,
2012, pp.63-64, FHiiE
URL.: http://mww.use-jp.org

@ IHEE, EEEE, WA A JEE L
AT XX —PH CIADEFIH L7z
Lot Y OEATIR AR, B A
SRR R SCEE . 2012-9, pp.1417-1418,
A e
URL: http://www.asj.gr.jp/

@ Ken Yamada, Tatsuya Koyama, and Shuichi
Seto, Equivalent Network Representation of
a Liquid-Level Sensor Operating in a
Trapped-Energy-Mode Thickness Vibration,
Proceedings of Symposium on Ultrasonic
Electronics, 32, 2011, pp.369-370, Ar#HifE
URL: http://www.use-jp.org



Ken Yamada, Shuichi Seto, and Shuhei
Horiuchi, Use of Inharmonic Modes of
Trapped-Energy Resonators for Liquid-Level
Sensing, 2011 IEEE International Ultrasonic
Symposium Proceedings, 2011, pp.1522-
1524, e
DOI:10.1109/ULTSYM.2011.0377

IEHEE, /NLED, AR —, = R)LF
— P CIA R FEEIRE) 7 2 F U o ik L
)Lt D T DEAR IR ARAT I K D AR
Ff. AARE RGN SCAE . 2011-9,
pp.1319-1320, 7

URL: http://www.asj.gr.jp/

WP —. LA, [EEERE O3
X —FCiIADE— REFIH L7 NK
I LV EALDORRENZ DUV T, BARSERE
RFBREERT KM FEpT AL EE . 22, 2011,
pp.26-37, ArmilE

URL.: http://www.lib.tohoku-gakuin.ac.jp/
Shuichi Seto, S. Horiuchi, and Ken Yamada,
Use of Trapped-Energy Mode of Backward-
Wave-Type Thickness Vibration for Liquid-
Level Sensing, Japanese Journal of Applied
Physics, 49, 2010, 07HCO05-1 — 2, A #iA,
DOI:10.1143/JJAP.49.07HCO05

Shuichi Seto, S. Horiuchi, and Ken Yamada,
Liquid-Level Sensing Using Inharmonic
Modes of Trapped-Energy Resonators,
Proceedings of Symposium on Ultrasonic
Electronics, 31, 2010, pp.183-184, 2 Hi4E
URL.: http://www.use-jp.org

Ken Yamada, and Shuichi Seto, Liquid-
Level Sensing by Trapped-Energy Mode of
Backward-Wave-Type Thickness Vibration,
2010 IEEE International  Ultrasonic
Symposium Proceedings, 2010, pp.1439-
1441, il
DOI:10.1109/ULTSYM.2010.0365

WE 5 —. LHEE, A EA A oL
¥ —PH 1A OFEFIFIREDNIC & % ikim v
NV TREICOWT, BAREE
SR HER IR SCEE . 2010-9, pp.1217-1218,
e

URL.: http://mwww.asj.gr.jp/

YENET-, WP H—. ILHEE, =R LF
—P CIADE— FOIERMFIRE OF]HIZ
XD L~ v TRIED AL,
HOAR ¥ %8052 = ol 1l am SC 4R . 2010-3,
pp.1335-1336, i

URL: http://www.asj.gr.jp/

ISR, =L —F CiIADRIEE AR
SR LAV -GN R EaVI X (A7) FSIN
FHE &I, 55 49 &, 1 5. 2010,
pp.10-13, A fE

URL: http://www.sice.or.jp/

IS, = LF—H CIADE— RER
PR 2 R U 72 N L~V 2 B O

. HEH THCHNO, 2010.1-2, 2010,
pp.90-92, A HifE
URL: http://mww.nikko-pb.co.jp

(k) G 141h)

@D Ken Yamada, Modeling and Analysis of a
Liquid-Level Sensor Utilizing an Evanescent
Field of a Trapped-Energy Vibrator, 2013
Joint UFFC, EFTF and PFM Symposium,
22-23 July, 2013, Prague (Czech Republic)

@ Ken Yamada, Simulation of Liquid-Level
Sensors  Operating in  Trapped-Energy
Vibration Modes by Finite Element Method,
33rd Symposium on Ultrasonic Electronics,
13 November, 2012, FHER5: (FHEH)

@ LHHEE, EEEERME 2L TA
D Z2 R LI L~ o o Ahi[H]
IR, HAREE LSRR R S
201249 1 20 B, fEMKRZ (REH)

@ Ken Yamada, Equivalent Network
Representation of a Liquid-Level Sensor
Operating in a Trapped-Energy-Mode
Thickness Vibration, 32™ Symposium on
Ultrasonic Electronics, 10 November, 2011,
FAERY: (RU#f)

(® Ken Yamada, Use of Inharmonic Modes of
Trapped-Energy Resonators for Liquid-Level
Sensing, 2011 IEEE International Ultrasonic
Symposium, 20 October, 2011, Orlando, FL
(USA)

® WHEH, =X —P CiA DM EIRE)
T &AW TE L~ v 7 DS
[IRRARAT I K DM, BAREE ST
WIEsE e, 2011 459 H 21 A, EARK
& (RMTET)

(@ Ken Yamada, Liquid-Level Sensing Using
Inharmonic  Modes of Trapped-Energy
Resonators, 31" Symposium on Ultrasonic
Electronics, 6 December, 2010, 7GR

(HRRCHR)

Ken Yamada, Liquid-Level Sensing by
Trapped-Energy Mode of Backward-Wave-
Type Thickness Vibration, 2010 IEEE
International  Ultrasonic  Symposium, 12
October, 2010, San Diego, CA (USA)

@ WA, AR LA 2L F =P TIA
D OIEFFHRENC K ik L~k v
Y ITRFEIZOWT, AARFEEESIK T
JesFesx, 2010 4 9 A 14 A, BIFE K

(R H )

6. IR

(1) #FgEf e E

U BE  (YAMADA KEN)
WALFEPER T « THERE - LR - 2%
WFgeEFe 5 80134021



