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WP S OMESE (330) : This paper explores the impact of married women’ s employment
status on acquiring family—owned housing. In postwar Japan, as well as in many other
economies, home ownership has been strongly linked with the male breadwinner family model.
Over the past two decades, however, Japan has undergone a decrease in male breadwinners
with stable incomes and a counter increase in wives participating in the labour market

Consequently, wives’ employment status has become more definitive in stratifying family

households in terms of entering the owner-occupied housing market.
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