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We determined the crystal structures of the entire extracellular region of nectin-1,2,3.
In the crystal, nectin formed a V-shaped homophilic dimer through the first Ig-like
domain. Structure-based site-directed mutagenesis experimental results indicate that,
in contrast with the previous notion, our structure represents a cis-dimer. Thus, our
findings clearly reveal the structural basis for the cis-dimerization of nectins through
the first Ig-like domains.
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