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We have developed mice lacking cystathionine gamma—lyase (CTH), the final step enzyme
for cysteine biosynthesis, and observed acute muscle atrophy when fed a cyst(e)ine
—deficient diet. Our pathological, immunohistochemical, and biochemical analyses
revealed that this is myopathy (not neuropathy) caused by excessive autophagy of muscular
protein due to severe cysteine deficiency.
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