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Liver specific miR122 is frequently downregulated in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC).
Knockdown of miR122 induces AFP expression, indicating the de-differentiation of
hepatocytes. Decreased miR122 expression leads to the increased expression of CUXI1, a
transcriptional factor, which is related with the aggressiveness of HCC. From these results,
decreased miR122 results in the AFP expression and aggressiveness of HCC, which is a
molecular explanation about the clinical poor prognosis of HCCs with high AFP expression.
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