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The pathogenesis and optimal treatment of thrombotic microangiopathy (TMA) associated
with stem cell transplantation (SCT) have not been established. We analyzed 3 patients
with SCT-TMA from before SCT in detail and found increased plasma levels of von Willebrand
factor (VWF) antigen without a deficiency of ADAMTS13 activity. VWF multimers analysis
showed the existence of unusually large VWF multimers before TMA development and the
defect of high molecular weight multimers during TMA bouts. Recombinant thrombomodulin
might improve the efficacy of platelet transfusion in patients with SCT-TMA.
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