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Upon infection, Mycobacterium leprae (M. leprae), a causative agent of leprosy,
modulates expression and localization of host proteins necessary for inhibition of
phagosome-lysosome fusion, and for lipid accumulation or catabolism to create cellular
microenvironment that is favorable for its intracellular parasitization. Only live M. leprae,
but not heat-killed M. Ieprae had such effects. One of the drugs used to treat leprosy,
clofazimine, suppressed such effects of M. leprae.
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