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Ethnography of the critical care nursing administered in ICUs
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Purpose: Using ethnography, studied the phenomena of nursing practice peculiar to
critical care that cannot be explained by specialty alone. Method: Participatory observation of the cultur
e of two general hospital ICU"s and a semi-structured interviews of ICU teams including nurses. Results: B
ased on 160 days of Ffieldwork and 61 stories,finding included, the struggles of nurses to practice for exc
ellence in spite of complex daily duties, ethical dilemmas experienced due to gaps of values between nurse
s and those of physicians, and difficulty with receiving continuing education and with retention of nurses
. Discussions: The finding of this study suggests that the nursing"s feeling of not being able to practice

nursing to their satisfaction was probably because of the gaps between the level of care they desire and
the reality due to strict demand for safety.
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