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A survey of childhood cancer survivors showed that 60% of elementary school students
and 30% of junior high school students were satisfied with the relationships that they
had with their schools; however, 30% of the former and 40% of the latter reported being
hurt in some way by the words and behaviors of their peers after they had returned to
their teachers. Furthermore, survivors wanted their schools “to understand their

>

disease,’ “to understand why they are falling behind in class work,” “not to treat
them differently,” and “to respect their own will.”

In addition, a survey of teachers and school nurses showed that only around 10% and
30%, respectively, had ever had students with childhood cancer, indicating that it is

relatively uncommon. The surveyed teachers and school nurses also reported the need for

greater information sharing and cooperation within the schools that they worked at, as



well as greater teamwork among their colleagues. Furthermore, they wanted nurses to
facilitate coordination between medical professionals and schools to better support
student cancer survivors.

Then, a study on nurses showed that they felt the need for “coordination” and
“understanding and cooperation from schools,” alongwith “study (learning) support,”
“support for relationships with peers and friends,” and “family support” for
childhood cancer survivors, as well the “establishment of a cooperation system.”

In order to help students with childhood cancer smoothly return to their schools, it
is vital that schools and medical professionals cooperate with each other and that nurses
provide appropriate, timely support from the moment these children are admitted to the
hospital. Nurses must always keep mind their goal—-to ensure that student patients

eventually return to school.
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