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The purpose of this research is to know how to introduce French classical drama of 17tk and
18th centuries in Japanese theater (theater companies and school drama clubs) and to know
also what could be the factors that will prevent smooth introduction of French classical
drama in Japanese theater. This research aims to build “French classical drama in
Japanese theater repertoire” project, by providing what is necessary for the project and
creating an environment favorable to the project. We have got from our research
satisfactory results as follows, in summary.

We translated in contemporary Japanese 2 comedies of Marivaux, 18th century French
comedy writer, la Colonie and la Seconde surprise de I'amour. We put these translations on
Internet in order that any Japanese would have access freely and easily to French classical
drama. We built a new classical drama translation method adapted to the practice of
contemporary Japanese theater. We organized group studies and workshops with theater
people, schoolgirls and college students using our translation, and carried out promotional
activities of our “new type translation” of French classical drama. We researched the
current status of French classical drama in Paris, and obtained a result that will be helpful
in our future Project.
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