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The next-generation growth sector is solar, wind and other renewables mixed with the
smart technologies that enable them. This research sought to understand why Japan has
had such difficulty in leading an energy shift through policymaking. The research took a
comparative approach that focused in particular on the aftermath of the Fukushima shock
of March 11, 2011. As for the research methods, it centered on the collection of information
as well as academic studies and interviews, which were used in international conferences
convened once or twice per year. At these venues, academics exchanged their findings and
presented them to broader publics.
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