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e SR OMEEE (Z23C) : The purpose of this study was to describe the relationships between
the culture of Japanese administrative organizations and the ethical practice of public
health nurses (PHNs). We collected data by conducting interviews, observation of
participants, and examination of existing materials, and then the data were analyzed by
content analysis. The results showed the culture of the administrative organizations was

“accomplishing projects faithfully based on the procedures of their organizations or
laws/systems,” while the culture of the PHNs was “promoting health and well-being of
the population using their professional knowledge and skills.” Cognitive gaps between
the administrators and PHNs occurred with interaction of these two cultures, particularly
with regards the ethical practice of the PHNs’ . PHNs and administrators must therefore
recognize their different cultures, and develop a culture in which they can work together
as partners.
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