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It is widely acknowledged that there have been some conflicts between Japan and Korea
over fishery, in the context of the territorial dispute over Takeshima/Dokdo. Could such
conflicts be resolved if the territorial dispute were settled ? The answer seems negative.

At the moment, Japan and Korea define provisional waters in the Sea of Japan/East Sea
due to the territorial dispute over Takeshima/Dokdo. In the provisional waters, there
have been various troubles, which may easily be turned into fishery disputes at state
level. Many of these troubles have occurred in what is defined as Japanese side of the
provisional water. There have also been troubles of the same nature in Japanese
territorial sea, outside the provisional waters. These facts suggest that the issues over
fishery would not be resolved even if the territorial dispute over Takeshima/Dokdo were
settled.

The common discourse and knowledge on the territorial dispute over Takeshima/Dokdo
have often blurred this reality of the situation. While the situation has been largely
invisible, there have been various efforts of private operators to prevent the troubles
in fishing. Yet such deliberations at private level cannot prevent the troubles in the
waters defined at the state level. The issues faced by fishery operators are not as simple
as the territorial problems.
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