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This study considered a note called chuon (mediant) and short and long sound symbo
Is used in Shomyo notation, focusing on their relationship with language. It can be presumed that chuon, t
he annotation used at the end of the Muromachi Period, was invented for instruction on pronouncing the bro
ad vowel sound as [&#596;:], which was the traditional sound, instead of [0:], which was used in everyday
language at the time. As for the short sound symbols, after examining the theory that they reflect vowel d
evoicing, based on the point that the distribution of symbols in the phonetic environment is similar to th
e common distribution of devoicing and the point that the characteristic that "the vowel that plays a cent
ral role tends not to be devoiced™ is also found in the short sound symbols, it can be presumed that they

actually reflect devoicing.
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