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WFZERC R OMEEL (9537) @ This study clarifies the determinants of participatory democracy
in prefectures by analyzing the relationship between democratic procedures and the size
of governments. This research was revealed that a larger prefectural size has a negative
influence on the citizen’ s understanding of the prefectural services. However, a larger
municipal size is associated with an increased understanding of prefectural services.
Moreover, we clarify that the more residents fully understand the services, the more they
expect political efficacy toward the prefectures and participate in the decision—making
process. In other words, small municipalities reduce the feeling of efficacy toward the
prefectures. This phenomenon causes a decreased motivation in citizens to participate
in the prefectural decision—making process. Therefore, it is important to carefully
consider the democratic procedures for residents in smaller municipalities to enhance
democracy through the prefectures.
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