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While there are many debates about income inequality in Japan, there are not many
academic debates about the influences of an individual®s income level in comparison to that of others (rel
ative income gap) on his or her health. The income gap in Japan is largely dependent on employment conditi
ons, such as occupation and working hours. Differences in occupation and working hours may lead to differe
nces in individual health. In this study, the relative income gap is quantitatively analyzed with regards
to the relationship between differences in health and income inequality. This study also examines the infl
uence that differences in occupation and working hours exert on health. The results of this analysis demon
strate that the lower the relative income level, the higher the probability of depression. The results als

o indicate that differences in occupation during work life determine variations in health and cognitive ab
ilities in old age.
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