(®)
2010 2013
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The present study investigated the developmental process of spontaneous trait infe
rences (STIs) by comparing children and adults. STI is an effortless and implicit process and occurs even
when people are not instructed to make such inferences and when people do not have an explicit goal of tra
it inference. Previous studies had investigated the occurrences of STls only among adults, so the developm
ental process of STIs has not been clear.

In this study 276 fifth-graders, 205 seventh-graders, and 390 adults participated in five experiments usin
g a false recognition paradigm and a relearning paradigm. The results suggested that STIs occurred from 9

years of age at the latest. In addition, it was indicated that STIls from behaviors that imply negative tra
its occur more frequently compared to STls from behaviors that imply positive traits, and that this negati
vity effect was shown among children as well as adults.
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