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Measurement of children®s judgment regarding the degree of reliability in vague expr
essions

Yoshiko, Koizumi
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This study examined children®s understanding of vague and metalinguistic expressio
ns, especially in regard to their determination of the degree of reliability in short sentences (including
vague expressions) by two speakers describing the taste of a real but unknown fruit. The subjects were as
ked to rate the degree of reliability by three different approaches: the point estimation method, the inte
rval estimation method, and multiple scale tests. The results show that elementary school students only gr
asped the differences between the vague expressions and the middle school and high school students realize
d the differences between the metalinguistic expressions, but were unable to use them effectively. In addi
tion, the university students selected the degree of reliability based on the vague and metalinguistic exp
ressions. The implication of this study is that students should be aware of various vague expressions in |
anguage learning.
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