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WFZERCR- OB (330) : Varicella—zoster virus (VZV) ORF49 and ORF44 are the core genes,
which are conserved among herpesvirus family, and the interaction between these proteins
is also conserved. In this study, it has been identified (i) that ORF44 was the binding
partner of ORF49 and no other viral factor was required for the binding, (iii) that ORF44
was essential for VZV replication, (iv) that the phenylalanine at amino acid position
129 of ORF44 played a central role of ORF44 functions and was the binding determinant
with ORF49, (v) that the latter half of the acidic cluster within ORF49 was the binding
domain with ORF44 and (vi) that ORF49 functioned in the production of efficient progeny
virus required for VZV infection both in cell-free and cell-to—cell manner through the
interaction with ORF44.
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