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WFZE R R O EE (9532) :Mycoplasma pneumoniae (MP) infection is related in the pathogenesis
of Stevens—Johnson syndrome (SJS) which is severe drug eruption. However, its causal
relationship is unclear. We previously found that the functional activity of regulatory
T (Treg) cells was impaired in the acute stage of SJS. We therefore investigated whether
Treg cells were related to development of SJS. The functional activity of Tregs was
profoundly impaired during the acute phase of infection with MP, varicella-zoster virus,
and parvovirus B19. In particular, the impaired Treg function was associated with a
decrease in the CCR6' Tregs in infection with MP but not with other viral infections.
Upon resolution, however, the impaired Treg function had been restored in viral infections,
while it remained abrogated even lyear after infection with MP. Our findings suggest
that MP infections could serve to enhance the risk of subsequently developing severe
allergic diseases by chronically abrogating Treg—mediated suppression.
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