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Event-related potentials (ERPs) such as Nd, N2b, and P300 were compared among 54 a
dult AD/HD patients, 43 schizophrenic patients (SZ), and 40 healthy age-matched volunteers (HC). It is kno
wn that Nd, N2b, and P300 reflect selective attention, voluntary attention, and cognitive context updating

respectively. The peak amplitude of P300 was significantly lower in the adult AD/HD and SZ groups than in
the HC group. The peak latencies of late Nd, N2b, and P300 were significantly longer in the SZ group than
in the HC and adult AD/HD groups. Thus, attenuated amplitude and prolonged latency of various ERP compone
nts in the SZ group suggest the possibility of impairment of basic mechanisms underlying cognitive process
ing. Unlike the SZ group, the adult AD/HD group exhibited reduced amplitude of P300 but not prolonged late
ncy. These findings suggest the existence of a different type of cognitive dysfunction in the adult AD/HD
group, which might be closely related to attentional function.
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